
Appendix 8

PLANNING COMMITTEE 12th FEBRUARY 2018
ATC REPRESENTATION – LYNCH HILL

The allocation of land for employment use is welcomed for its positive impact on the local economy and the 
provision of job opportunities; however, regrettably the proposed highways access for this employment site 
renders this site as inappropriate and contrary to policy 

Saved Policy IB3 clearly states “planning permission for industrial or business development in the 
countryside will not be permitted unless it is for the reasonable expansion or intensification of an 
established business use within an existing site. “

Whilst the employment land site at Lynch Hill is contained within the local settlement boundary, the 
proposed site access is clearly in the open countryside with a need to create some 350m of roadway to reach 
the site itself.

The application on the other side of Montecchio Way for a motorist services was dismissed at appeal last 
year as it constituted a new build on the open countryside. Its proposed access was virtually opposite the 
access that Members are considering here this evening.

If the access were to come off Mill Lane which is the main road into Alton’s main industrial area then the 
whole application would comply with the policy as it would be for an expansion of existing industrial use 
and our objection would be withdrawn. 

As it stands this access will have an adverse impact on the local community, particularly for drivers, traffic 
flows and the increased risk of accidents which the Town Council believes will result from creating this 
access. There has been no appreciation of the traffic chaos which occurs particularly in peak times with 
people coming into town from the A31 for work and taking children to school or college. The traffic 
regularly backs up around to the A31, where congestion is exacerbated by the Mill Lane and the traffic 
lights at Holybourne a further 150m up the road before Eggar’s School. 

The request by highways of £136,500 to improve the Mill Lane/Montecchio Way junction is insignificant 
and whilst highways recognise that there is an existing problem (otherwise a mitigation sum would not be 
required) all that will happen is that a new problem will be created 100m further up the same road.

We would therefore urge Members to refuse permission for this application. If access were off Mill Lane it 
would be policy compliant but as it stands it is contrary to policy and would have an adverse impact on the 
open countryside and the highways network.
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